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Hello Friends. It has been a busy and productive spring season for us. We
opened the year with a new outreach program called the “Refuge Discovery
Series”. This program is intended to inform the community and increase
awareness of the wildlife that lives both on the refuge and right in our own
back yards. Because it is a new program it is proving to be a learning
experience for the Friends as well. Some of the programs have been sparsely
attended while the most recent on snakes and reptiles was standing room
only. We could use your help with suggestions for classes and programs. Let
us know what it is that you would like to learn about and we will locate the
experts that can make your wish a reality.

In early March, I was able to accompany our Vice President Connie McSwain
and refuge manager John Taylor to a “Beyond the Boundaries” conference
hosted by the National Wildlife Refuge Association. The challenges faced by
the other refuges and some of their unique solutions were the topics covered
during the conference. While we are lucky that we are not facing many of the
problems being encountered by the other refuges we are not immune. More of
these details will be covered in a separate section of this newsletter.

In the last issue of the newsletter you were shown a picture of a wooded area
and asked if you saw a trail there. After a Saturday full of work and fun I can
now say that if you were to hike to the Chickasaw Trail that it would be
clearly visible. Kids from the 4H Honor Club, the Henry County Civil Air
Patrol Squadron and A Sporting Chance made the adults there work hard to
keep up. Brush and limbs were cleared from the trail, the leaves were raked
away, new benches were installed and four new bridges replaced the old
rotted ones. We thank everyone for their participation in this effort.

Still to come on the Big Sandy peninsula are improvements to the signage and
parking at the Chickasaw Trail. There will be interpretive signs including
ones that cover the history of the family that lived on that site. There will also
be a wildlife observation deck constructed along the road near some new
impoundments. When they are flooded in the winter these ponds will fill with
ducks and geese for your viewing pleasure. This area is also where some of
the trail work crews got to stop and view a bald eagle perched in the trees.
These additions and improvements will make it easier for people to view
wildlife and experience nature here on the refuge. Combined with the existing
trail at Britton Ford, and the new signage there, refuge users will have more
options for their hikes and photo treks. Trees along the Britton Ford trail have
been identified thanks to a project with the Boy Scouts. Take time to get out
and enjoy your Refuge.

Dan Dziekonski
Friends President
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Manager’s Corner

I mentioned in the last newsletter the four vacancies Tennessee Refuge was facing at the beginning of the year.
I am pleased to announce that brighter days are just around the corner. In the last two weeks we have made
selections on the three positions we were given authorization to fill…..the Refuge Forester position will
remain vacant indefinitely. The two Heavy Equipment Operators are awaiting notification from our Human
Resources Office in Atlanta, so I can’t share their names with you quite yet, but they will hopefully be able to
report for duty this summer. It gives me great pleasure, however, to be able to announce that our temporary
Office Assistant, Jean Ruble, has accepted the position of Administrative Officer for the Refuge. Jean has
done a great job for us over the past several months, and we are all very excited about her sliding into Miss
Dorothy’s chair at the end of the month.

On the temporary side of refuge employment, an intermittent Office Clerk was also selected this week and is
awaiting a call from Human Resources. Park Ranger Stevens and Wildlife Biologist Ferrell sorted through
several Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP) applications and selected three….one from the
University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point and two from UT Martin. They will assist the Refuge’s Biological
and Public Use programs this summer.

The Memphis Migratory Bird Office’s Intern, Jen Keyser, arrived at the Refuge for her internship. She will be
working with King Rails in Tennessee and Alabama. While she is here she will reside with the STEPs in the
bunkhouse on the Duck River Unit.

While awaiting all this new help, the refuge staff just keeps plugging right along. With the help of many
Friends Group members and the Paris Birding Club, Park Ranger Stevens coordinated another wonderful
Tennessee Junior Duck Stamp Contest. She has also been finalizing details with TWRA to get refuge general
hunt permits sold through the state’s system. Biologist Ferrell developed the documents and information
needed to satisfy our NEPA compliance for the refuge’s resident goose hunt. He and Assistant Manager
Hofmann have been actively managing water on all three units. Large numbers of shorebirds have arrived and
are taking advantage of the new mudflats being exposed in the impoundments.

Staff also placed signage at the Busseltown Unit to mark closed areas for a new eagle nest, and added
additional closed area buoys around the new eagle nest on the Duck River Unit. We now have at least eleven
active bald eagle nests on the Refuge. Equipment Operator Gaskin made much needed repairs to roads on the
Big Sandy Unit. More repairs are needed, but will have to wait due to higher priorities. Assistant Manager
Hofmann also spent many hours coordinating with TVA and the Federal Highway Administration on two
major dike and road projects they will be hopefully accomplishing this summer on the Duck River Unit.

Tooting our horn a little, and just to let you know how important your refuge is……we recently got the results
from the Midwinter Waterfowl Survey. This survey is the only waterfowl survey which is flown nationwide
during the same week, the first week of January. The 2006/2007 Survey revealed that Tennessee NWR held
more waterfowl than any other site in the state. Forty percent of all the ducks and 21% of the Canada geese in
Tennessee were found on the Refuge during the survey!

One final note in closing…..you will be happy to know that a proposed Headquarter/Visitor Contact facility
for Tennessee Refuge has made the top ten construction project list for the Southeastern Region of the Fish
and Wildlife Service. I heard Friends President Dziekonski and Vice President McSwain lobbying hard for
such a facility when we were all in D.C. recently for the Beyond the Boundaries Workshop. So, who knows,
maybe with a little more help from our Friends we will all be cutting a ribbon to a new, on-refuge
Headquarters/Visitor Center in a few years!!

John Taylor,
Refuge Manager
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Quick Facts

Size: 28-38 inches tall
Wingspan: 80 inches
Weight: 7-15 pounds

Sexual Maturity: 5 years
No. Eggs: 1-3, 2 avg.
Birth Interval: 1 year

Lifespan: 40 years in the wild
Typical diet: fish, various

small game

Critter Corner
Bald Eagle

As you drive around the three units of the refuge one of the most striking
residents you will see is the Bald Eagle. They are most visible in the
winter months when there are no leaves on the trees to obscure them and
the winter visitors arrive, but they are resident year round. This year we
are lucky enough to have 11 active nests on the refuge. The winter
months see their numbers rise to between 50 and 90 birds depending upon
how severe the weather to the north is.

The beautiful and majestic Bald Eagle is known to all as a symbol of
strength. The eagle has been the symbol of the nation since 1787. This
fierce predator had few enemies in the wild but was almost forced into
extinction during the later part of the 20th century. Advances in the
chemical industry led to many discoveries and made the widespread use
of pesticides possible. These pesticides could be cheaply produced and
was thought to be no harm to wildlife or humans. One of these pesticides
was DDT which was widely used to control mosquitoes and damaging
insects. Eagles, at the top of the food chain, are more vulnerable to toxic
chemicals in the environment, since each link in the food chain
concentrates chemicals from the lower links. DDT was found to soften
the shells of their eggs and fewer were hatched each year. DDT was
banned and replaced by less harmful pesticides and with conservation, we
have seen the dramatic return of our national treasure.

Bald eagles are primarily fish eaters but they eat a variety of foods and
will take ducks and birds or whatever prey is available and easiest to
obtain. A bald eagle is capable of lifting about 4 pounds. When fishing an
eagle spots a fish swimming near the surface of the water and approaches
its prey in a shallow glide then grabs the fish out of the water with a quick
swipe of its talons.

Bald Eagles mate for life. They build large nests, called aeries, at the top
of sturdy tall trees. The nests become larger as the eagles return to breed.
They add new nesting materials each year and eventually some nests
reach sizes of more than 10 feet wide and can weigh several tons. Nests
are lined with twigs, soft mosses, grasses and feathers. The female lays 1
to 3 eggs annually in the spring and they hatch after about 35 days.
Hunting, egg incubation, nest watch, eaglet feeding and eaglet brooding
duties are shared by both parents until the young are strong enough to fly
at about 12 weeks of age. Eaglets are full size at 12 weeks of age. Only
about 50% of eaglets hatched survive the first year. Immature Bald
Eagles have mottled brown and white feathers under their wings and on
their head, tail and breast. The distinctive white head and tail feathers, as
well as the yellow beak and eyes do not appear until they are about 4 to 5
years old.

Thanks to our New Members!!

Laurien and Ann Stapp Blake and Shawn Hunt Randall Clayburn
Charles and Dakota Green Jack and Joanie Jones Mildred Adams
Roy and Karol Boyd Mike and Robin Waddey
Alison and Sergio Otelo Andrew and Mariah Lundberg


